The Building Exploratory

MAPPING
HAGGERSTON
Maps are a great place to start if you
want to find out how your local area
developed and how it has changed
over time.
This resource demonstrates how the
history of Haggerston can be told
through maps and shows you some
ways of discovering more using maps.

HISTORIC MAPS
Haggerston is one of the oldest parts of Hackney. It was first
recorded in the Domesday Book of 1068 as Hergotestane, an
outlying hamlet of Shoreditch. There are a variety of early
maps showing Haggerston, but the first comprehensive scale
map was John Rocque’s in 1746. On this, Haggerston is shown
as Agostone, a small village to the north of Shoreditch still
surrounded by fields and market gardens.
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John Rocque’s Map of London 1746

Even in 1746 the spread of the city can be seen south of Haggerston as
Shoreditch merges with Hoxton.
By the early years of the 19th century village Haggerston had been
swallowed up by the urban sprawl of the growing city, dominated by
factories, workshops and streets of terraced cottages.

EARLY ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS
The first Ordnance Survey map of Haggerston dates from 1872, the Godfrey Edition, shows the area
completely built over. Terraced Victorian streets dominate the map with gas works, timber yards and
workshops along the canal banks and public houses on the street corners.
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MODERN MAPS

Above: Geoffrey Edition Map of Shoreditch 1872
Below: Ordnance Survey map of the Haggerston area 2014

A comparison of historic and modern maps shows that while Haggerston remains built up,
significant change has taken place since the Victorian period. The key main roads are recognisable,
though many have new names, but some of the Victorian grid pattern has been broken down and
replaced with post WW2 housing estates. Where as the 1872 map shows little green space, the
neighbourhood has gained the large and treasured Haggerston Park.
Modern maps proliferate and digital maps such as Google Maps used by millions each day
www.google.com Ordnance Survey, Great Britain’s national mapping agency is another source of
accurate maps many of which are freely available on the online digital portal Open Data Viewer
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/opendata/viewer

QUESTIONS TO ASK
OF MAPS

Here are some questions you can ask
of historic maps to help you find out
more about the history of your local
area and how it has developed.
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When does my neighbourhood first appear on a
map, has its name changed?
How has the use of the land changed?
Is there more or less open space?
Have the street patterns changed, are the major
roads the same or different?
When does my home/school place of work first
appear on a map?
Has the name of my street changed?
How many places of worship are there?
Have the number of public houses changed?

WHERE TO FIND MAPS OF YOUR LOCAL AREA
Many neighbourhoods in the UK will have maps going back to the late
medieval period with the first surveyed maps appearing in the 18th
Century. These will be available in your local archive and some have been
digitised and can be viewed online.
Hackney Archives for example has copies of the John Rocque and many
earlier maps of Haggerston and the wider Hackney borough that can be
viewed in its search room. http://www.hackney.gov.uk/ca-archives.htm#.
VDZk9xzG7LA
John Rocque’s Map of London, 1746 was the first comprehensive
measured survey of London. Drawn at 26 inches to the mile it took 10
years to survey. Individual sheets can be bought on CD at www.moto.
com/map/81002
Reprints of The Godfrey Edition Old Ordnance Survey Maps,
covering much of the UK, can be bought for £2.50 a sheet at: www.
alangodfreymaps.co.uk
Britain from Above provides access to 86,000 high resolution aerial
photographs of the UK taken by the RAF between 1919 and 1953.
www.britainfromabove.org.uk
Corporation of London has digitised the John Rocque maps and these
can be viewed at the London Metropolitan Archive http://bit.ly/1iWkjtj
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